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The Board1s third function would involve observation of and research into federal experience with risk assessment generally and review of the usefulness of guidelines. A major purpose would be to acquaint the Board with ways of improving the guidelines in later periodic reviews.
As a fourth function, the Board would identify the key scientific research needs in health risk assessment. Preparation of guidelines would put the Board in an ideal position to understand which of the many inference options needed to cover gaps in scientific understanding are most important and are amenable to study. The policy difficulties in regulating chronic health hazards can be resolved only if uncertainty in the scientific basis of assessments is reduced. Board activities could take such forms as advising funding agencies on research priorities, commissioning survey papers to synthesize recent scientific findings, and sponsoring conferences or special publications on particularly apt scientific questions or on matters that are important to risk assessment, but have been neglected by the scientific community. In addition, the Boardfs experience would place it in an ideal position to assess whether and how toxicologic research on particular chemicals could be better tailored to the analytic needs of future risk assessors. For example, many current testing procedures were designed for the narrow purpose of hazard identification, and adjustments in these procedures could lead to more definitive dose-response assessments.
The Committee believes that the responsibilities of the Board could be discharged by a group of volunteer experts that convened monthly for 1-2 days.
Organizational Placement
The proper placement of the Board would be crucial to its prospects for success. There are four criteria for identifying appropriate locations; professional excellence, facility with studies having substantial policy ramifications, permanence, and independence. Professional excellence is important because the Board's recommended guidelines, as well as its other work, should be based on the best available science! the Board should be able to attract the best talent in the nation. Facility with difficult policy issues is important because risk assessment is not a strictly scientific undertaking, and it would be crucial for the Board to